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to the second, it will not be possible to charge the Protestant
priesthood with proposing any temporal advantage to them-
selves by broaching or multiplying, or preaching of mysteries.
Does this mystery of the Trinity, for instance, and the descent
of the Holy Ghost, bring the least profit or power to the
preachers ? No ; it is as great a mystery to themselves as it
is to the meanest of their hearers; and may be rather a cause
of humiliation, by putting their understanding in that point
upon a level with the most ignorant of their flock. It is
true indeed, the Roman church hath very much enriched
herself by trading in mysteries, for which they have not the
least authority from Scripture, and were fitted only to
advance their own temporal wealth and grandeur; such as
transubstantiation, the worshipping of images, indulgences
for sins, purgatory, and masses for the dead; with many
more : But, it is the perpetual talent of those who have ill-
will to our Church, or a contempt for ail religion, taken up
by the wickedness of their lives, to charge us with the errors
and corruptions of Popery, which all Protestants have thrown
off near two hundred years: whereas, those mysteries held
by us have no prospect of power, pomp, or wealth, but have
been ever maintained by the universal body of true believers
from the days of the apostles, and will be so to the resurrec-
tion ; neither will the gates of hell prevail against them.

It may be thought perhaps a strange thing, that God
should require us to believe mysteries, while the reason or
manner of what we are to believe is above our comprehen-
sion, and wholly concealed from us: neither doth it appear
at first sight, that the believing or not believing them doth
concern either the glory of God, or contribute to the good-
ness or wickedness of our lives. But this is a great and
dangerous mistake. We see what a mighty weight is laid
upon faith, both in the Old and New Testament. In the
former we read how the faith of Abraham is praised, who
could believe that God would raise from him a great nation,
at the very time that he was commanded to sacrifice his only
son, and despaired of any other issue. And this was to him
a great mystery. Our Saviour is perpetually preaching faith
to his disciples, or reproaching them with the want of it:
and St Paul produceth numerous examples of the wonders
done by faith. And all this is highly reasonable: For faith